810                        THE CASTOR-TREE
poultices and fomentations for tumours, &c. The young twigs are preferred by all classes of the Natives for tooth-brushes.
The hurrundh,1 or castor-tree, is cultivated by farmers in their corn-fields throughout Hindoostaun. This tree seldom exceeds in its growth the height of an English shrub. The bark is smooth; the leaf, in shape, resembles the sycamore, but of a darker green. The pods containing the seed grow in clusters like grapes, but of a very different appearance, the surface of each pod being rough, thorny, and of a dingy red cast when ripe. The seed produces the oil, which is in common use as a powerful medicine, for men and animals. In remote stations, where any difficulty exists in procuring cocoa-nut oil, the castor oil is often rendered useful for burning in lamps ; the light, however, produced by it is very inferior to the oil of cocoa-nut. The green leaves are considered cooling to wounds or inflamed places, and therefore used with ointment after the blister-plaster is removed.
As I have seen this tree growing in corn-fields, I may here remark that the farmer's motives for cultivating it originate in the idea that his crops are benefited by a near vicinity to the hurrundh. It is also very common to observe a good row of the plant called ulsee 2 (linseed), bordering a plantation of wheat or barley : they fancy this herb preserves the blade healthy, and the corn from blight.
The umultass 3 (cassia) is a large and handsome forest tree, producing that most useful drug in long dark pods, several inches long, which hang from the branches in all directions, giving a most extraordinary appearance to the tree. The seed is small and mixed with the pulp, which dissolves in water, and is in general use with the Natives as a powerful and active medicine in bilious cases. I am not, however, aware that the seed possesses any medicinal property : it certainly is not appropriated to such cases in Hindoostaun.
Myrtle-trees,4 under many different names, and of several kinds, are met with in India, of an immense size compared
1 Arand, Eicinus communis.            * Alsi, Linum usitatissimum.
a Amaltds, Cassia fistula.   The pulp of the fruit and the root-bark form the most useful domestic medicine, a simple purgative. * Myrtus communis.